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PROTOCOL ON WATER AND HEALTH
TO THE 1992 CONVENTION ON THE PROTECTION AND USE
OF TRANSBOUNDARY WATERCOURSES AND INTERNATIONAL LAKES

The Partieg to thisg Protocol,

Mindful that water is essential to sustain life and that the
availability of water in quantities, and of a quality, sufficient to meet
bagic human needs is a prerequisite both for improved health and for
sustainakble development,

Lcknowledging the benefits te human health and well-being that accrue
from wheolesome and clean water and a harmonious and properly functiconing water
envirocnment

Lware that surface waters and groundwater are renewable resources with a
limited capacity to recover from adverse impacts from human activities on
their quantity and guality, that any failure to respect those limits may
result in adverse effects, in both the shert and long terms, on the health and
well-being of these whe rely on those resources and their quality, and that in
consequence sustainable management of the hydrelegical cyele 1s essential for
both meeting human needs and protecting the environment,

Lware also of the consequences for public health of shortfalls of water
in the quantities, and of the quality, sufficient to meet kbasic human needs,
and <f the sericus effects of such shortfalls, in particular on the
villnerable, the digadvantaged and the socially excluded,

Consciocus that the prevention, contrel and reduction of water-related
disease are important and urgent tasks which can only be satisfacteorily
discharged by enhanced cooperation at all levels and amcng all sectors, both
within countries and between States,

Conscicus alse that surveillance of water-related disease and the
egtabkl ishment of early-warning systems and response systems are impertant
aspects of the prevention, contrel and reducticn of water-related disease,

Basging themselves upon the conclusions of the United MNations Conference

on Envirconment and Development (Rio de Janeiro, 1%%2), in particular the Rico
Declaraticon on Envircnment and Development and Agenda 21, as well as upcon the
programme for the further implementation of Agenda 21 (New York, 1997) and the
consequent decision of the Commission on Sustainakle Development on the
sustainable management <f freshwater (New York, 15353),

Deriving inspiraticn from the relevant provisions of the 1992 Cenvention
on the Protection and Use of Transkboundary Watercourses and Internaticnal
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Lakes and emphasizing the need both to encourage more widespread application
of these provisions and to complement that Conventicn with further measures to
strengthen the protecticon of public health,

Taking note of the 15%1 Conventicn on Environmental Impact Assessment in
a Transboundary Context, the 1992 Conventicon on the Transboundary Effects of
Industrial Accidents, the 1997 United Nationg Convention on the Law of the
Nen-Navigaticonal Uses of Internaticnal Watercourses and the 1998 Convention on
Aocess to Information, Public Participation in Decision-making and Zccess to
Jugtice in Envircnmental Matters,

Further taking note <f the pertinent principles, targets and
recommendaticons of the 198% Eurcopean Charter on Environment and Health, the
1994 Hel=zinkil Declaration on Environment and Health, and the Ministerial
declaraticons, recommendaticons and rescluticns of the AEnviromment for Eurcpea

Process,

Recognizing the scund basis and relevance of other environmental
initiatives, instruments and processes in Eurcope, as well as the preparaticon
and implementaticon of Naticnal Envirconment and Health Zction Plans and of
Naticnal Envirconment Acticn Flans,

Commending the efforts already undertaken by the United Nations Economic
Commissicon for Europe and the Regiconal Office for Eurcpe of the World Health
Organizaticon to strengthen bkilateral and multilateral cooperation for the
prevention, contrel and reducticon of water-related disease,

Encouraged by the many examples of positive achievements by the States
members of the United Nations Economic Commission for Burope and the States
members of the Regiconal Committes for Europe of the Weorld Health Organization
in akating pelluticn and in maintaining and restoring water envircnments
capakle of supporting human health and well-keing,

Have agreed as follows:

Article 1
OBJECTIVE

The chkjective of this Pretocel i1s to promete at all appropriate lewvels,
naticnally as well as in transboundary and internaticnal contexts, the
protection of human health and well-keing, both individual and collective,
within a framewcrk of sustainable development, through inproving water
management, including the protection of water ecosystems, and through
preventing, contrelling and reducing water-related disease.
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Article 2
DEFINITIONS
For the purpeses of this Protocel,

1. MWater-related disease® means any significant adverse effects on
human health, such as death, disakility, i1llness or discorders, caused directly
or indirectly by the condition, or changes in the quantity or quality, of any
waters;

2. LDrinking water@ means water which i1s used, or intended to ke
availakle for use, by humans for drinking, cocking, food preparaticon, perscnal
hyvgiene or similar purposes;

3. LhGroundwater@ means all water which i1s below the surface of the
ground in the saturatieon zeone and in direct contact with the ground or
subsoil;

4. L¥riclosed waters@ means artificially created water bodies
cseparated from surface freshwater or coastal water, whether within or cutside
a building;

5. ATransbhoundary waters@ means any surface or ground waters which
mark, crozs or are located on boundaries between two or more States; wherever
transboundary waters flow directly intoe the sea, these transboundary waters
end at a straight line across their respective mouths between peoints on the
low-water line <f their kanks;

SR LTransboundary effects of water-related disease@ means any
gignificant adverse effects on human health, such as death, disabkility,
illnegs or discorders, 1n an area under the jurisdicticn of one Party, caused
directly or indirectly by the conditicn, or changes in the quantity or
quality, of waters in an area under the jurisdictien of another Party, whether
or not such effects constitukte a transboundary impact;

7. ATransboundary impact@ means any significant adverse effect on the
envircnment resulting from a change in the conditions of transboundary waters
caused by a human activity, the physical origin <f which i1s situated wholly or
in part within an area under the jurisdicticon of a Party to the Conventicon,
within an area under the jurisdiction of ancther Party toe the Conventicon. Such
effects on the envircrment include effects on human health and safety, flora,
fauna, scil, alr, water, climate, landscape, and histocrical menuments or other
physical structures or the interaction ameng these factors:; they alse include
effects on the cultural heritage or scclo-economic conditions resulting from
alterations to those factors;

5. LSanitation® means the collecticn, transport, treatment and
dispesal or reuse of human excreta or domestic waste water, whether through
collective systems or by installations serving a single household or
undertaking;
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9. LCcllective system@ means:
ta) L system for the supply <f drinking water to a number of
hougeholds or undertakings; and/or
(k) L gystem for the provigion of sanitation which serves a number of

households or undertakings and, where appropriate, also provides for the
collection, transport, treatment and disposal or reuse of industrial waste
water,

whether provided by a body in the public secter, an undertaking in the private
sector or by a partnership betwsen the two sectors;

10. Mater-management plan@ means a plan for the development,
managemant, protection and/or uge of the water within a territorial area or
groundwater aquifer, including the protection of the associated ecosyvstens;

11. AThe public@ means one or more natural or legal persons, and, in
accordance with naticnal legislation or practice, thelr assccilations,
organizaticns <or groups;

12. LPublic authoritye means:
ta) Sovernment at naticnal, regicnal and cther lewvels;
(k) Natural or legal persons performing public administrative

functicons under national law, including specific duties, activities or
services in relation to the envirconment, public health, sanitation, water
management or water supply;

(<) kny other matural or legal perscns having public responsibilities
or functicns, or providing public services, under the contrel of a body or
person falling within subparagraphs (a) or (b) above;

td) The institutions of any regicnal ecconomic integration organization
referred te in article 21 which i1s a Party.

This definition deoes net include bodies or institutions acting in a judicial
or legislative capacity;

13. ALocale refers to all relevant levels of territorial unit kelow the
level of the State;

14. LCcorwvention® means the Conventicon on the Pretecticon and Use of
Transboundary Watercourses and Internaticnal Lakes, done at Helsinkl on
17 March 1992;

15. MMeeting of the Parties to the Conventicone means the body
established by the Parties to the Convention in accordance with its
article 17;
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1le. LParty@ means, unless the text ctherwise indicates, a State or a
regional econcomic integraticn crganization referred to in article 21 which has
consented to be bound by this Protocel and for which this Protocel 1s in
force;

17. IMMeeting of the Parties@ means the body established by the Parties
in accordance with article 16.

Article 3
SCOPE

The provisicns of this Protoceol sghall apply to:

{a) Surface freshwater;

(k) Groundwater;

tc) Estuaries;

td) Coastal waters which are used for recreaticon or for the preducticon

of fish by aquaculture or for the preducticon or harvesting of shellfish;

(e) Enclosed waters generally available for bathing;

(£ Water in the course of abstraction, transpert, treatment or
supply;

tg) Waste water throughout the course of collection, transpeort,

treatment and discharge or reuse.

Article 4
GENERAL PROVISIONS

1. The Parties shall take all appropriate measures to prevent, contrel and
reduce water-related disease within a framewecrk of integrated water-management
gyetems aimed at sustainabkle use of water resources, amblent water quality
which does not endanger human health, and pretection of water ecosystems.

2. The Parties shall, in particular, take all appropriate measures for the
purpose of ensuring:

tal Ldequate supplies of wheolescme drinking water which i1s free from
any micro-organisms, parasites and substances which, owing to their numbers or
concentration, constitute a potential danger te human health. This shall
include the protecticn of water rescurces which are used as sources of
drinking water, treatment of water and the estabklishment, improvement and
maintenance of collective systems;
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1k Ldequate sanitaticon of a standard which sufficiently protects
human health and the envircnment. This shall in particular be dene through

the establishment, improvement and maintenance of collective systems;

ta) Effective protection of water resources used as sources of
drinking water, and their related water ecosystems, from peolluticn from other
causes, including agriculture, industry and other discharges and emissicons of
hazardous substances. This shall aim at the effective reduction and
eliminaticon of discharges and emissicons of substances judged to be hazardous
toe human health and water ecosystems;

1) Sufficient safeguards for human health against water-related
disease arising from the use of water for recreaticnal purposes, from the use
of water for agquaculture, from the water in which shellfish are produced or
from which they are harvested, from the use of waste water for irrigation or
from the use of sewage sludge in agriculture or aquaculture;

(e) Effective systems for monitoring situations likely to result in
cutbhreaks or incidents of water-related disease and for responding to such
outbreaks and incidents and te the risk <f them.

3. Subsequent references in this Protocol to Adrinking watere and
Lsanitation@ are to drinking water and sanitation that are required te meet
the requirements of paragraph 2 of this article.

4. The Parties shall base all such measures upen an assessment of any
proposed measure in regpect of all 1ts implications, including the benefits,
disadvantages and costs, for:

la) Human he=alth;
(k) Water resources; and
(<) Sustainable developnent,

which takes account of the differing new impacts <f any proposed measure on
the different envirenmental mediums.

5. The Parties shall take all appropriate action to create legal,
admninistrative and ecconomic frameworks which are stable and enabling and
within which the public, private and voluntary sectors can sach make its
contribution to improving water management for the purpese of preventing,
contrelling and reducing water-related disease.

6. The Parties shall require public autherities which are considering
taking acticn, or approving the taking by others of acticon, that may have a
gignificant impact on the enviromment <of any waters within the scope of this
Protocel teo take due account of any potential impact of that action on public
health.

7. Where a Party 1s a Party te the Convention on Environmental Impact
Lssessment in a Transboundary Context, compliance by public autherities of
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that Party with the requirements <of that Convention in relaticon te a propossd
acticn shall satisfy the requirement under paragraph ¢ <f this article in
respect of that acticon.

2. The provisions of this Protocol shall net affect the rights of Parties
to maintain, adept or implement more stringent measures than those set down in
this Protoceol.

S. The provisicns of this Protocol shall net affect the rights and
cbhligations of any Party to this Protocel deriving from the Convention or any
other existing internaticnal agreement, except where the requirements under
this Protocol are more stringent than the corresponding requirements under the
Convention or that other existing internaticnal agreement.

Article b
PRINCIPLES AND APPROACHES

In taking measures te implement this Protocol, the Parties shall be
guided in particular by the feollowing principles and approaches:

ta) The precautionary principle, by virtue of which action to prevent,
contrel or reduce water-related disease shall not be postponed on the ground
that scientific research has net fully proved a causal link betwesen the factor
at which such action is aimed, on the cne hand, and the potential contributicn
of that factor to the prevalence of water-related disease and/or transhoundary
impacts, on the other hand;

§o))] The polluter-pays principle, by wvirtue of which costs of pellution
prevention, contrel and reducticon shall be borne by the pelluter:

() Stateg have, in accordance with the Charter of the United Nations
and the principles of intermnaticnal law, the sovereign right te expleit their
owrl resources pursuant to their own environmental and developmental pelicies,
and the responsikility te ensure that activities within thelir jurisdiction or
contrel do not cause damage to the environment of other States or of areas
beyvond the limits of naticnal jurisdiction;

1) Water resources shall be managed so that the needs of the present
generation are met without compromising the akility of future generations to
meet thelr cown nseds;

(2) Preventive acticn should ke taken te aveld cutkbreaks and incidents
of water-related disease and to protect water rescurces used as sources of
drinking water because such action addresses the harm more efficiently and can
be more cost-effective than remedial action;

(£ kcotion to manage water rescurces should be taken at the lowest
appropriate administrative level;
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tg) Water has socilal, economic and envirommental values and should
therefore be managed s¢ as te realize the most acceptable and sustainalkle
combination of those wvalues;

thy Efficient use of water should be promcted through ecconomic
instruments and awareness-building;

(1) Locess to information and public participation in decisicon-making
concerning water and health are needed, inter alia, in crder to enhance the
quality and the implementaticn of the decisicns, to build public awareness of
issues, to give the public the cpportunity to express its concerns and to
enakle pubklic autherities to take due account <f such concerns. Such access
and participation should be supplemented by appropriate access to judicial and
administrative review of relevant decisions;

! Water resources should, as far as pessible, be managed in an
integrated mammer on the kasis of catchment areas, with the aims of linking
soclal and economic development to the protection of natural ecosystems and of
relating water-resource management to regulatory measures concerning other
envircenmental mediums. Such an integrated appreoach should apply across the
whole of a catchment area, whether transboundary or net, including its
asscclated coastal waters, the whole of a groundwater aquifer or the relevant
parts of such a catchment area or groundwater aquifer;

ik Special consideraticn should be given to the pretection of pecple
whe are particularly vulnerable to water-related disease;

(1) Equitable access to water, adequate in terms both of quantity and
of quality, should be provided for all members of the population, especially
these whe suffer a disadvantage or social exclusion;

fm) ks a counterpart to thelr rights and entitlements toe water under
private law and public law, natural and legal persons and instituticns,
whether in the public sector or the private sector, should contribute to the
protection of the water envircnment and the conservation of water resources;

and
(1) In implementing this Protocel, dus account should be given to
local preblems, needs and knowledge.
Article 6
TARGETS AND TARGET DATES

1. In order te achieve the cbhjective of this Protocol, the Parties shall
pursue the aims of:

tal Rocess to drinking water for everyone;

§o))] Provigion of sanitation for everyone
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within a framework of integrated water-management systems aimed at sustainable
use of water resources, ambilent water quality which deoes net endanger human
health, and protecticn of water ecosystems.

2. For these purpcoses, the Parties shall sach establish and puklish
naticnal and/cr local targets for the standards and lewvels of performance that
need to ke achieved or maintained for a high level of protection against
water-related disease. These targets shall be pericdically revised. In deing
all this, they shall make appropriate practical and/cr other provisions for
puklic participaticon, within a transparent and fair framework, and shall
ensure that dus account is taken of the outceome <f the public participation.
Except where national or local circumstances make them irrelewvant for
preventing, contrelling and reducing water-related disease, the targets shall
cover, inter alia:

ta) The cuality of the drinking water supplied, taking inte account
the Guidelines for drinking-water quality of the World Health Organization:

(k) The reduction of the scale of outbreaks and incidents of water-
related disease;

(<) The area of territory, or the population sizes or proporticons,
which should be served by collective systems for the supply of drinking water
or where the supply of drinking water by other means should ke improved;

() The area of territory, or the population sizes or proportions,
which should be served by collective systems of sanitation or where sanitation
by other means should be inproved;

te) The levels of performance to be achieved by such collective
systems and by such cther means of water supply and sanitaticn respectively;

(£ The application of recognized good practice te the management of
water supply and sanitaticon, including the protecticn of waters used as
gources for drinking water;

(gl The cccurrence of discharges of:
(1) Untreated wasgte water; and
(11} Tntreated storm water overflows

from waste-water collection systems to waters within the scope of this
Protoceol ;

(h) The ¢uality of discharges of waste water from waste-water
treatment installations to waters within the scope of this Protocol;

(1) The disposal or reuse of sewage sludge from collective systems of
ganitatien or other sanitation installaticns and the quality of waste water
used for irrigaticon purpeses, taking inte account the Guidelines for the safe
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use of waste water and exXcreta in agriculture and aquaculture of the World
Health Organizaticn and the United Naticons Environment Programme;

! The guality of waters which are used as sources for drinking
water, which are generally used for kathing or which are used for aquaculture
or for the producticon or harvesting of shellfish;

(k) The application of recognized good practice to the management of
enclosed waters generally available for bathing;

11} The identification and remediation of particularly contaminated
sites which adversely affect waters within the scope of this Proteocel cr are
likely to do so and which thus threaten to give rise to water-related disease;

fm) The effectivensss of gystems for the management, development,
protection and use of water rescurces, including the applicaticon of recegnized
good practice to the contrel of pellution from sources of all kinds;

(1) The frequency of the publication of information on the quality of
the drinking water supplied and of other waters relevant to the targets in
this paragraph in the intervals betwsen the publicaticon of infeormation under
article 7, paragraph 2.

3. Within two years of becoming a Party, sach Party shall establish and
puklish targets referred te in paragraph 2 of this article, and target dates
for achieving them.

4. Where a long process of implementaticon iz foreseen for the achievement
of a target, intermediate or phased targets shall be =et.

5. In order to promote the achievement of the targets referred to in
paragraph 2 of this article, the Parties shall each:

ta) Estaklish national or local arrangements for coordination between
thelir competent autheorities;

(k) Develop water-management plans in transboundary, naticnal and/or
local contexts, preferably on the basis of catchment areas or groundwater
aquifers. In deoing so, they shall make appropriate practical and/or other
provisicons for public participation, within a transparent and fair framework,
and shall ensure that due account i1s taken of the cutcome <f the pubklic
participation. sSuch plans may be incorporated in other relevant plans,
programmes or documents which are being drawn up for other purpeses, provided
that they enable the puklic te see clearly the proposals for achieving the
targets referred to in this article and the respective target dates;

el Establish and maintain a legal and institutional framework for
menitering and enforcing standards for the quality of drinking water;

() Establish and maintain arrangements, including, where appropriate,
legal and instituticnal arrangements, for menlitoring, promoting the
achievement <of and, where necessary, enforcing the other standards and levels
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of performance for which targets referred te in paragraph 2 of this article
are set.

Article 7
REVIEW AND ASSESSMENT OF PROGRESS
1. The Partieg shall each collect and evaluate data on:

ta) Their progress towards the achievement of the targets referred to
in article &, paragraph 2;

(k) Indicators that are designed te show how far that progress has
contributed towards preventing, contrelling or reducing water-related disesase.

2. The Parties shall esach publish pericedically the results of this
collection and evaluation of data. The frequency <f such publication shall be
estaklished by the Meeting of the Parties.

3. The Parties shall sach ensure that the results of water and effluent
gampling carried cut for the purpose of this cellection of data are availabkle
to the public.

4. Cn the basis of this cellection and evaluation of data, each Party shall
review periodically the progress made in achieving the targets referred to in
article ¢, paragraph 2, and publish an assessment of that progress. The
frequency of such reviews shall be estabklished by the Meeting <f the Parties.
Without prejudice to the pessikility of more frequent reviews under article
&, paragraph 2, reviews under this paragraph shall include a review <f the
targets referred to in article 6, paragraph 2, with a view to lmproving the
targets in the light of scientific and technical knowledge.

5. Each Party shall provide to the secretariat referred te in article 17,
for circulation te the other Parties, a summary report of the data collected
and evaluated and the assessment of the progress achieved. Such reports shall
be in accordance with guldelines established by the Meeting <of the Parties.
These guidelines shall provide that the Parties can use for this purpcese
reports covering the relevant information produced for other internaticnal
forums.

6. The Meeting of the Parties shall evaluate progress in implementing this
Protocel on the basis of such summary reports.
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Article 8
RESPONSE SYSTEMS
1. The Parties shall esach, as appropriate, ensure that:
(a) Comprehensive national and/or local survelllance and early-warning

systems are established, improved or maintained which will:

11} Identify outbreaks or incidents of water-related disease or
significant threats <f such cutbreaks or incidents,
including those resulting from water-polluticn incidents or
extreme weather events;

{11} @ive prompt and clear neotificatien to the relewvant public
authorities about such outbreaks, incidents or threats;

t111) In the event <of any imminent threat te puklic health from
water-related disease, disseminate to members of the puklic
who may be affected all informaticn that is held by a public
autherity and that could help the public to prevent or
mitigate harm;

tiv) Make recommendations to the relevant public authorities and,
where appropriate, to the public about preventive and
remedial actions;

1k Comprehensive naticnal and local contingency plans for responses
to such outbreaks, incidents and risks are properly prepared in due times

(<) The relewvant public authorities have the necessary capacity to
regpond to such cutbreaks, incidents or risgks in accordance with the relewvant
contingency plan.

2. Surveillance and early-warning systems, contingency plans and response
capacities in relation to wakter-related disease may be conmbined with those in
relation to other matters.

3. Within three vears of becoming a Party, =ach Party shall have
estaklished the surveillance and early-warning systems, contingency plans and
response capacities referred to in paragraph 1 of this article.

Article 9

PUBLIC AWARENESS, EDUCATION, TRAINING, RESEARCH AND
DEVELOPMENT AND INFORMATION

1. The Parties shall take steps designed to enhance the awarensss of all
gectors of the public regarding:
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ta) The impoertance of, and the relationship between, water management
and puklic health;

§o))] The rights and entitlements to water and corresponding obligaticons
under private and public law of natural and legal perscons and institubticns,
whether in the public sector or the private secter, as well as their moral
cbligations te contribute te the protection of the water environment and the
conservation of water resources.

2. The Parties shall promcte:

tal Understanding <f the public-health aspects of their work by those
responsible for water management, water supply and sanitaticon; and

43 Understanding <f the kasic principles of water management, water
supply and sanitaticn by those responsible for public health.

3. The Parties shall encourage the education and training of the
professiconal and technical staff who are needed for managing water resocurces
and for operating systems of water supply and sanitaticn, and encourage the
updating and improvement <f their knowledge and skills. This educaticn and
training shall include relevant aspects of public health.

4. The Parties shall encourage:

(a) Regearch into, and development <f, cost-effective means and
techniques for the prevention, control and reducticon of water-related disease;

(k) Development of integrated information systems to handle
infermatieon abeout long-term trends, current concerns and past problems and
successiul scluticons te them in the field of water and health, and provision
of such information toe competent authorities.

Article 10
PUOBLIC INFORMATION

1. ks a complement to the requirements of this Protocol for Parties to
publish specific informaticon or documents, each Party shall take steps within
the framework of 1ts legislation to make available to the public such
infermation as is held by puklic authorities and i1g reascnably needed to
inferm public discussicon of:

(a) The establishment of targets and of target dates for their
achievenent and the development of water-management plans in accordance with
article &;

43 The estabklishment, improvement or malntenance <f surveillance and
early-warning systems and contingency plans in accordance with article 8;
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(oh! The promction of public awareness, educaticn, training, research,
develcpment and information in accordance with article 9.

2. Each Party shall ensure that public autherities, in response to a
request for cother informaticn relewvant te the implementaticon of this Preteocel,
make such informaticn availakle within a reascnable time to the pubklic, within
the framework of naticnal legislaticon.

3. The Partieg shall ensure that information referred to in article 7,
paragraph 4, and paragraph 1 of this article sghall be available to the public
at all reascnable times for inspection free of charge, and shall provide
menbers of the public with reascnable facilities for obtalning from the
Parties, on payment of reascnable charges, coples of such informaticon.

4. Nething in this Proteocel shall require a pubklic authority te puklish
infermation or make informaticn available te the public if:

(a) The public authority dees not held the informations

(k) The request for the information is manifestly unreasconabkle or
formalated in too general a mamnsr; or

(<) The infeormation concerns material in the course of completion or
concerns internal communications of public autheorities where such an exemption
ig provided for in naticnal law or customary practice, taking inte account the
puklic interest served by disclosure.

5. Nething in this Protocel shall require a public autherity te pubklish
infermation or make informaticon available to the public if discleosure of the
infermation would adversely affect:

tal The cconfidentiality of the proceedings of puklic authorities,
where such confidentiality is provided for under naticnal law;

43 Internaticnal relaticns, national defence or public security;

el The course of justice, the ability of a person to receive a fair
trial or the ability of a public authority to conduct an engquiry of a criminal
or disciplinary nature;

1) The confidentiality of commercial or industrial information, where
such confidentiality is protected by law in order to protect a legitimate
eccnomic interest. Within this framework, information on emissions and
discharges which are relevant for the protecticon of the envircmment shall be
disclosed;

te) Intellectual property rights;

(f) The confidentiality of personal data and/or files relating to a
natural person where that person has not consented to the discleosure of the
infermation to the public, where such confidentiality i1s provided for in
naticnal law;
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tg) The interests of a third party which has supplied the infermation
requested without that party bkeing under, or being capable of beling put under,
a legal chkligation to do so, and where that party deoes not consent to the
release of the material; or

(k) The environment to which the information relates, such as the
breeding sites of rare species.

These grounds for not disclesing informaticon shall be interpreted in a
restrictive way, taking inte account the pubklic interest served by discleosure

and taking inte account whether the informaticn relates to emissicons and
discharges into the environment.

Article 11
INTERNATIONAL COOPERATION

The Parties shall cooperate and, as appropriate, assist each other:

(a) In internaticnal actions in support of the cobjectives of this
Protocel ;
§o))] On request, in implementing naticnal and local plans in pursuance

of this Protocol.

Article 12
JOINT AND COQORDINATED INTERNATIONAL ACTION

In pursuance of article 11, subparagraph (a), the Parties shall promcte
cooperation in internaticnal action relating teo:

ta) The dewvelopment of commonly agreed targets for matters referred to
in article &, paragraph 2;

(k) The dewvelopment of indicators for the purpeses of article 7,
paragraph 1 (b), to show how far action on water-related disease has been
successiul 1n preventing, contreolling and reducing such disease;

(<) The establishment of joint or coordinated systems for surveillance
and early-warning systems, contingency plans and response capacities as part
of, or te complement, the naticnal systems maintained in accordance with
article 2 for the purpese of responding te outbreaks and incidents of water-
related disease and significant threats of such ocutbreaks and incidents,
especially from water-peollution incidents or extreme weather events;



MP.WAT/2000/1
EUR/ICP/EHCO 020205/8Fin
page 17

1) Mutual assistance 1n responding te cutbreaks and incidents of
water-related disease and significant threats <f such cutbreaks and incidents,
especially from water-pellution incidents or extreme weather events;

=9 The dewvelcpment of integrated infeormaticon systems and databases,
exchange of information and sharing of technical and legal knowledge and
exparience;

(f) The prompt and clear netification by the competent autheorities of
cne Party to the corresponding authorities of other Parties which may be
affected of:

(i) Outbreaks and incidents of water-related disease, and
(11} Significant threats of such ocutbreaks and incidents
which have bzen identified;

(g) The exchange of information on effective means of disseminating te
the public information about water-related disease.

Article 13
COOPERATION IN RELATION TO TRANSBOUNDARY WATERS

1. Where any Parties border the same transboundary waters, as a complement

to their other obligaticns under articles 11 and 12, they shall cooperate and,
as appropriate, assist each other to prevent, contrel and reduce transbhoundary
effects of water-related disease. In particular, they shall:

ta) Exchange information and share knowledge about the transhboundary
waters and the problems and risks which they present with the other Parties
beordering the same waters;

(k) Endeavour to establish with the other Parties bordering the same
transboundary waters Jjolint or coordinated water-management plans in accordance
with article ¢, paragraph 5 (b), and surveillance and early-warning systems
and contingency plans in accordance with article 8, paragraph 1, for the
purpcse of responding te cuthreaks and incidents of water-related disease and
significant threats of such cutbreaks and incidents, especially from water-
poellution incidents or extreme weather svents;

ta) On the bkasis of equality and reciprocity, adapt theilr agreements
and other arrangements regarding their transboundary waters in order to
eliminate any contradictions with the basic principles of this Protocel and te
define their mutual relaticns and conduct regarding the aims of this Protocel;

1) Censult sach other, at the request of any cne <f them, on the
significance of any adverse effect on human health which may constitute a
water-related disease.
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2. Where the Parties concerned are Parties to the Conventicon, the
cocperaticon and assistance in respect of any transkboundary effects of water-
related disease which are transboundary impacts shall take place in accordance
with the provisions of the Convention.

Article 14
INTERNATIONAL SUPPORT FOR NATIONAL ACTION

When cooperating and assisting each other in the implementaticon of
naticnal and local plans in pursuance of article 11, subparagraph (k) , the
Partiesg sghall, in particular, consider how they can best help to promete:

(a) Preparation of water-management plans in transboundary, naticnal
and/or local contexts and of schemes for improving water supply and
sanitation;

43 Improved formulaticon <f projects, especially infrastructure
projects, in pursuance of such plans and schemes, in order to facilitate
access to sources of finances

ta) Effective execution of such projects;

(d} Establishment of systems for surveillance and early-warning
systems, contingency plans and response capacities in relation to water-

related disease;

el Preparaticon of legislaticon needed to support the implementaticon of
this Protoceol;

(£ Educaticn and training of key professicnal and technical staff;

(gl Regearch inte, and development of, cost-effective means and
techniques for preventing, contrelling and reducing water-related disease;

thy Operaticn of effective networks to monitor and assess the
provision and quality of water-related services, and development <f integrated
information systems and databases;

11} Lchievement of quality assurance for monitering activities,
including inter-labkoratory comparability.

Article 15
REVIEW OF COMPLIANCE
The Parties shall review the compliance of the Parties with the

provigions of this Protocel con the basis of the reviews and assessments
referred te in article 7. Multilateral arrangements of a non-confrentaticnal,
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nen-judicial and consultative nature for reviewing compliance shall ke
estaklished by the Parties at their first meeting. These arrangements shall
allow for appropriate public invelwvement.

Article 16
MEETING QF THE PARTIES

1. The first meeting of the Parties shall be convened ne later than
eighteen months after the date of the entry inte force of this Protoceol.
Thereafter, ordinary meetings shall ke held at regular intervals to be
determined by the Parties, but at least every three years, except in so far as
other arrangements are necessary to achieve the aims of paragraph 2 of this
article. The Parties shall held an extracrdinary meeting if they so decide in
the course of an ordinary meeting or at the written request of any Party,
provided that, within =ix wmenths of it being communicated to all Parties, the
sald request 1s suppoerted by at least cone third of the Parties.

2. Where possible, ordinary meetings of the Parties shall be held in
conjunction with the meetings of the Parties te the Convention.

3. At their meetings, the Parties shall keep under continuocus review the
implementation of this Protocel, and, with this purpese in mind, shall:

(a) Feview the pelicies for and methodelegical approaches to the
preventicon, contrel and reduction of water-related disease, promote their
convergence, and strengthen transboundary and internaticonal cooperation in
accordance with articles 11, 12, 13 and 14;

§o))] Evaluate progress in implementing this Protocel on the basis of
infermation provided by the Parties in accerdance with guidel ines estalklished
kv the Meeting of the Parties. Such guidelines shall aveld duplicaticon of
effort in repeorting requirements;

(o) Be kept informed on pregress made in the implementation of the
Conventicn;

1) Exchange information with the Meeting of the Parties te the
Conventicon, and consider the possibilities for joint action with it;

=9 Seek, where appropriate, the services of relevant bodies of the
Econemic Commission for Eurcope and of the Regicnal Committes for Eurcope of the
World Health Organizations

(f) Establish the medalities for the participation of other competent
internaticnal governmental and non-governmental bodies in all meetings and
other activities pertinent to the achievement <f the purpoesses of this
Protoceol ;
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tg) Consider the need for further provisions on access te information,
puklic participaticon in decisicn-making and public access to judicial and
administrative review of decisicons within the scope of this Protoceol, in the
light of experience gained on these matters in other internaticnal forums;

th Ezstaklish a programme of work, including proejects te ke carried
cut jeintly under this Protocel and the Conventicon, and set up any bodies
needed to implement this programme of work:

(1) Conglider and adopt guldelines and recommendations which promete
the implementaticn <f the provisions of this Protocol;

! Lt the first meeting, consider and by consensus adopt rules of
procedure for thelr meetings. These rules of procedure shall contain provision
to promote harmenicus cocperation with the Meeting of the Parties te the
Convention;

(k) Consider and adopt proposals for amendments to this Protocel;

(1) Conglider and undertake any additicnal acticon that may ke required

for the achievement <f the purpoeses of this Protocol.

Article 17
SECRETARIAT
1. The Executive Secretary of the Economic Commissicn for Europs and the

Regicnal Director of the Regicmal Cffice for Eurcpe of the World Health
Organizaticon shall carry out the feollowing secretariat functions for this

Protoceol :
ta) The convening and preparing of meetings <f the Parties;
(k) The transmission kto the Parties of reports and other information

received in accordance with the provisicons of this Protocel;

() The performance of such other functions as may be determined by
the Meeting of the Parties on the basis of available resources.

2. The Executive Secretary of the Economic Commissicon for Europs and the
Regicnal Director of the Regicnal Office for Eurcpe of the World Health
Organization shall:

(a) Set out details of their work-sharing arrangements in a Memorandum
of Understanding, and inform the Meeting of the Parties accordingly;

1k Report to the Parties on the elements <of, and the medalities for
carrying cut, the programme of work referred te in article 16, paragraph 3.
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Article 18
AMENDMENTS TO THE PROTOCOL
1. Any Party may propose amendments to this Protocel.

2. Proposgals for amendments to this Protocel shall be considered at a
meeting of the Parties.

3. The text of any proposed amendment to this Protocel shall be submitted
in writing to the secretariat, which shall communicate it te all Parties at
least ninety days before the nmeeting at which it i1z proposed for adoption.

4. An amendment te this Proteocel shall ke adepted by consensus of the
representatives of the Parties present at the meeting. The adopted amendment
shall ke communicated by the secretariat to the Depositary, whoe shall
circulate 1t to all Parties for their acceptance. The amendment shall enter
inte force for the Parties which have accepted 1t on the ninetieth day after
the date on which twe thirds of those Parties have deposited with the
Depositary their instruments of acceptance <f the amendment. The amendment
chall enter inte force for any other Party on the ninetieth day after the date
on which that Party depeosgits its instrument of acceptance of the amendment.

Article 19
RIGHT TO VOTE

1. Except as provided for in paragraph 2 of this article, esach Party sghall
have cne wvote.

2. Regional economic integration organizaticns, in matters within their
conpetence, shall exercise their right to wvote with a nunber of wvotes equal to
the number of their wmember States which are Parties. Such organizaticns shall
not exercise thelr right te wvete 1f their member States exercise theirs, and
vice wversa.

Article 20
SETTLEMENT OF DISPUTES

1. If a dispute arises bketween two or more Parties about the interpretation
or application of this Protoceol, they shall seek a sclution by negetiation or
bv any other means of dispute settlement acceptable to the parties te the
digpute.

2. When signing, ratifving, accepting, approving or acceding to this
Protocel, or at any time thereafter, a Party may declare in writing te the
Depogitary that for a dispute not resclwved in accordance with paragraph 1 of
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this article, 1t accepts cne of the following means of dispute settlement as
compulscry in relation toe any Party accepting the same chligation:

ta) Where the Parties are Parties to the Convention, and have accepted
as compulscory in relaticon to each other one or both of the means of dispute
gettlement provided in the Conventicon, the settlement of the dispute in
accordance with the provisiens of the Convention for the settlement of
disputes arising in connecticn with the Convention:

(k) In any other case, the submission of the dispute to the
Internaticnal Court of Justice, unless the Parties agree to arbitraticn or
some other form of dispute resclution.

Article 21
SIGNATURE

This Protocel shall be copen for signature in Lenden on 17 and 18 June
1999 on the occasicon of the Third Ministerial Conference on Environment and
Health, and thereafter at United Nations Headquarters in New York until 18
June 2000, by States members of the Economic Commission for Eurcope, by States
members of the Regicnal Committes for Eurcpe of the World Health Organizatiemn,
by States having consultative status with the Economic Commission for Eurcope
pursuant to paragraph 2 of Economic and Social Council reseclution 36 (IV) of
28 March 1947, and by regional econcmic integration organizations constituted
bv sovereign States members of the Economic Commission for Eurcpe or members
of the Regicnal Committee for Europe of the World Health Organization te which
their member States have transferred competence over matters governed by this
Protocel, including the competence to enter intoe treaties in respect of these
matters.

Article 22
RATIFICATION, ACCEPTANCE, APPROVAL AND ACCESSION

1. This Preteocol shall ke subject to ratification, acceptance or approval
by gignatory States and regicnal economic integration corganizations.

2. This Protocel shall be open for accession by the States and
organizations referred to in article 21.

3. Iny organization referred te in article 21 which becomes a Party withcut
any <f 1ts member States being a Party shall ke bound by all the obligations
under this Protocel. In the case of such organizations, one or more of whose
member States 1s a Party, the organization and its member States shall decide
on their respective regponsibilities for the performance of their cbligaticons
under this Protoccl. In such cases, the corganization and the member States
gshall not be entitled to exercise rights under this Protocol concurrently.
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4. In their instruments <f ratification, acceptance, approval or accessicon,
the regicnal economic integration organizations referred to 1n article 21
shall declare the extent of their competence with respect to the matters
governed by this Protocel. These organizaticons shall also inform the
Depositary of any substantial modificaticn te the extent of their competence.

5. The instruments of ratification, acceptance, approval or accession shall
be deposited with the Secretary-General of the United Nations.

Article 23
ENTRY INTO FORCE

1. This Protocel shall enter inte force on the ninetieth day after the date
of deposit of the sixteenth instrument of ratification, acceptance, approval
or accessilon.

2. For the purposes of paragraph 1 <f this article, any instrument
deposited by a regiconal economic integraticon organizaticon shall not be counted
as additicnal to those deposited by States members of such an corganization.

3. For each State or organizaticon referred te in article 21 which ratifies,
accepts or approves this Protocel or accedes thereto after the deposit of the
gixteenth instrument of ratification, acceptance, approval or accessicn, the
Protocel shall enter inte force on the ninetieth day after the date of deposit
by such State or organization of its instrument of ratification, acceptance,
approval or accession.

Article 24
WITHDRAWAL

Lt any time after three years from the date on which this Proteccel has
come inte force with respect to a Party, that Party may withdraw from the
Protoceol by giving written netification to the Depositary. 2&Any such
withdrawal shall take effect on the ninetieth day after the date of its
receipt by the Depositary.
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Article 25
DEPOSITARY
The Secretary-General of the United Nations shall act as the Depositary
of this Protocel.
Article 26
AUTHENTIC TEXTS

The original o<f this Proteocel, of which the English, French, German and
Fussian texts are equally authentic, shall be deposited with the
Secretary-densral of the United Nations.

IN WITNESS WHEREOCF the undersigned, being duly authorized therete, hawve
signed this Protoceol.

DONE in Londorn,

thisg seventeenth day of June cne thousand nine hundred
and ninety-nine.



