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United Nations
Audiovisual Library of
International Law

The Audiovisual Library of International
Law was established in 2008, under the
United Nations Programme of Assistance
in the Teaching, Study, Dissemination and
Wider Appreciation of International Law,
to preserve in a vivid and informative
manner the audiovisual heritage of legal
developments within the United Nations
system and to promote a common
language of international law and a culture
that is conducive to the rule of law.

This innovative teaching and research
tool, created by the Codification Division
of the Office of Legal Affairs, is available,
free of charge, to all institutions and
individuals around the globe.
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http://www.un.org/law/avl



Lecture

The Lecture Series provides a permanent
collection of over 150 lectures of
enduring value, on virtually every subject
of international law, given by
distinguished members of the
international legal community, including
eminent scholars, judges of international
and regional judicial bodies, members of
the practicing bar as well as senior
officials of international and regional
organizations.
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International Law

National Perspectives

The Encounter of Japan
with the Community of Civilized Nations

In the middle of the 19th century, Japan abandoned its policy
of efficial seclusion and joined “the Cemmunity of Clvilized
atloa. The bistory of bow this cancept of the Commuaity of
Clvibized N; bout and what intell

Jagan i |n overcome in the proces sheds an m:m-mng
light on the nature of internatienal Law a3 the “law of civilized

nations”.
3 . Original Levture
b Eaglish (71 minutes)
Hisashi Owada Lecture with simultancous mk?;?ﬂhl‘an
Prasident fund ST Franea

International Court of Justice
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A number of the lectures are available in all
the official languages of the United
Nations.
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Environmental Law

Introduction

International Environmental Law
An Intred uction

Mz, Edith Brosn Weiss
Fran uuln.ll!_'\lwn'hﬂ.mne
Internatisnal La
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Historic Archives

The  Historic  Archives  contains
introductory  notes  prepared by
internationally  recognized  experts,
audiovisual materials recording the
history of the negotiation and adoption
of significant legal instruments (e.g., the
Charter of the United Nations, the
Universal Declaration of Human Rights,
the Genocide Convention, and the United
Nations Law of the Sea Convention), the
procedural history as well as the text of
the legal instruments and other key
documents.

Criminal Law

Decolonization

Diplomatic and Consular Relations
Disarmament

Education, Science and Culture
Environmental Law

Health

Human Rights

Internatlonal Economic Law
International Organizations

s

Law of Duter Space

Law of the Sea

Law of Treaties

Peace and Security

Refugees and Stateless Persons
succession of States

Entries for more than 30 (out of a total of
76 anticipated) instruments have been
added to the website.
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Former President of the Inter.
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Wihan the General Amembly of the United Hations sdopued, on 1o Decemnber 15948, the Unavessal
Duclaration of Husnan Rights, in oo of the brief ¢pelis of unlightonment in the teentieth entury, ane
could bardly anticipate 1hat a kistorical process of geseralssation of the mternational grotection of
human rights wat being launched, on a truly usiversal srale. Throughout thae lant sx decadss, of
remrkalls b ‘hncnl projection, the Declaration Jm gradually aoquired an sutherity whith its

ey becauso of the porsses wbo partcipad In
ation, ey becauseoftho e whi i lntnak Lrlemisariy
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v throughout the fawac priparatins of the
lhl\mrnl Declaration (particularly in the thirten
momths betvreen May 1547 and June 1948), the holistic
wiew of all rights to e )mcl..lumd promplly privadled.
Sach outik was espoused fn the officlal proparatory
ek of tha Decl , thal hx the dubatie azed dralting
in the Uristed Natioes Cimmission on Human Rights and
subsoquently In the Thisd Committca of tho Gemaral
Asmaily. In 20dltien, I 1947, I 4 tstribution o the
o them in coter in the Comeniesien o Burman Righte,

s Unitid Natices Efocatieeal, Seigatific and Cultural
Crganization urdertook an examination of the main

Librar y

The Research Library provides an
extensive online library of international
law  materials, including  treaties,
jurisprudence, United Nations
documents,  Yearbooks and legal
publications as well as selected scholarly
writings.
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Scholarly Writings and other Research Materials
Scholarly writings by Faculty

Article 38, paragraph u(d), of the Statute of the
International Court of Justice lists the “taachings of the most
highly qualified publicists as a subsidiary source for the Law Yaarbecks
datermination of rules of i law. &

number of such publications, as well as other ressarch
materials, hawe beon, or are being, made available through
the Internet on & nen-fee basis. In addition, several electronic
ressarch guides in international law are available over the
Internat.

International Law Journals

Research Guides &
Doeumentation

Intergavernmental Entities
Professional Associations

Other Resources

The Audiovisual Library has been
accessed by individuals and institutions
in over 175 countries and territories
around the world.
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For more information, please contact
Virginia Morris, Principal Legal Officer,
Codification Division, United Nations
Office of Legal Affairs, at:

Tel. +1 212 963-6971
Email: avl@un.otg



