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Vera Gowlland-Debbas is Professor of Public International Law at the Graduate Institute 

of International and Development Studies in Geneva.  She has been an Honorary 

Professor at University College London (UCL), a Visiting Fellow at All Souls College, 

Oxford, and a Visiting Professor at Université Panthéon-Assas Paris II and at the 

University of California at Berkeley. Her publications have spanned the fields of UN 

Law, Security Council sanctions, refugee and human rights law, multilateral treaty-

making, state responsibility and international courts. She has been particularly concerned 

with issues of accountability of international organisations and her 2007 course at the 

Hague Academy of International Law focused on issues of responsibility arising from the 

decisions of the Security Council.  She has also worked as a practitioner, advising states, 

institutions and law firms, and was involved, as Counsel for the Arab League, in the ICJ 

Wall Opinion. 
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